
In rural Ontario in the 1840’s, an ordinary woman will bear witness 

to the most important events of her lifetime, including a visit from 

the Prince of Wales, the construction of Canada’s railroads, and the 

underground railroad that saw freed slaves make their way to Canada.

Don Gutteridge is a master at finding engaging stories in our country’s 

history as the author of the Rebellion Mysteries (Turncoat, Solemn 

Vows, Vital Secrets, Dubious Allegiance, Bloody Relations, and Death 

of a Patriot) starring Marc Edwards, a British soldier stationed in 

Upper Canada in the 1800s. 

Lily’s Story was a labour of love for Gutteridge, and the research for 

it was extensive. Gutteridge recalls, “I read widely in the history of 

the period, including newspaper archives, and then decided to make 

the novel about a female protagonist (a first for me), tracing her life in 

and around Point Edward near London, Ontario, from age seven to 

eighty-two.  I wrote it strictly from her point of view throughout. It 

was an amazing experience. taking me about five years to complete.” 

Although it takes place in the past, the novel is in many ways very 

personal. “Many of the minor characters are modelled on people I 

grew up with in Point Edward, so the novel has a special place in my 

heart. I loved growing up in Point Edward and wanted to tell its story 

to a wider world.”

“It is the dramatization of a territory that lends Lily’s Story an almost 

visceral feel, aided in part by Gutteridge’s masterful strokes of 

descriptive, parochial colour that places it in the tradition of literary 

high modernism.”

-The Western News
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